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Lenn Hurtman, the banker's daughter,
was one of those matter of fact maidens
who ss¢m 1o have been created as & use-
fal foil to the sentimontal gushfalness
of the romantic damse].

Mist Fartman was more than deli-
cately plump. Her appesrance suggest-
ol an intense reguard for meals. Like
the (German fraulein, who is not at all
disinclined to talk love over & steaming
dish of Prankforter sausages, supple-
mented by sauerkrant, Miss Hartman
wus eminently healthy,

As for her amiability, it was simply
withont limit, Miss Hartinan was im-
pervious to the poity worries of life.
One of her frnends alwavs declared that
nothing less than san earthqnake would
ever cause her the least agitution

Henry Henshiall called npon this portly
maiden in due tinoe, and her appesrance
filled him with a vague affright.

His artistio instincts told him at once

thnt b neesd never expect from her cither
eviupnthy or even intercst in his plaus
und his nemrutions.

But his promise to his father d velt in
hiz mind sacredly intact. He wonld be o
martyr and he mnost feel some consolatdon

Most men do,
is well to reflect that one is a martyr,
woli thongi top late to be included in
e
of his unknown ideal blotted
freat-

Iiie Fiee
i his mind the large,
s of Miss Hartman the mstunt e left

and he felt that as & reward for nk
rifice e conld at least indalee in

v of thinking of this strungely
1 Womnin,

ni Hnrtman was motherless and had
ent] v engaged a8 companion » wolnn
th undedined

1inrn L

e
whom Henhall re gnr-iml Wi

mistrust,. She wasa Hght haired, blue
rved woman, who years ago must have
been extremely handsorue, but her feat-
now livid with cure. Her
movemerts were [artive and catlike, and
ihe soetard to pegard the life she waa
living ms unreal
“What induced

res Yel

vou to engngs her,
nttkod Hen<hall one day, with the
of anewiy made fiunoee. He
awd glided into this position in such an
aputterabiy commonplace manuner that

chinins s0 ocasily forged were hardly

[omat

privilege

“Begause ahe interesta me” declared
Misz Hartman., *Ifeel that she has &
bistore. You always tell me, Harry,
that 1 am the most nnromantic bwing on
earth, Thoowit 1 can, howsver, ap-
preciate romance in others, thoagh I sm
nware th a think evea that impossi-
bie.”
My, Honshall mghed. Tle
adly if Lews wonld feel in

\rf!l"_-ntl'.’l‘d
el in

b doors
He saw
st of vmon, Hp
it even the possibility of
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Mr Misse Harpman were out, he
wa= infor Mes, Smith, the laperon,
1 member of the
nuw ul hoine, Sihe was in the

i “ room, veolured the domestic,

End
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Was 58 prescont

hail nover kpew afterward what
mpisd hiwm eliter in-
g suventioual card

ulioate Lia unsalislied wiait,
He wid the servant he would stay for
a time and wadt 1he serival of the father
und dunghter. T

Cans in t

n leaaring his hat s
hall he wnlaed the duor
ing room, aod with a sighi.
oK Amter

wWas uni o | a
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man saw seated on a low
vhair close o the Lunp the anpat
form of Mm Smith, the chaperon
bad not heand kmock and remained
sented, her lands folded listiessly in
front of her, bor berd bent plightly for-
ward, until kis light foot-
full reaclied hor var, Th
shie rose and placed her band upon the
risgion of her heart
"You alarmed me,
declured, with an «!
that was & sigmal fa:
expect anybody, becanuse Mr. Hertman
and Lens bave gone out. Lot me see ™
hesitatingly. *| think ther went to a
reception &t M~ Van Aaken’s house on
the avenne m—wish"™
I":-' ripisd the young man
with & riuwssar 1 &
wonld comy
rest mysel!
The abseuce of Miss [lartman was by
no means regreitabie.  in facy Mr, Reqy
shall felt a dissimet relief at the respit
from bals ‘ platitados that her wvisit o
the avenur &7 oried hin
He looked at M Su
ad evident N Wi
wbtedly i
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inclined to express any gratitude either
by words or by looks was very apparent.
It was clear that she did not consider
herself bound to entertain Miss Hart-
man's guest.

After o fow uninteresting remarks, ut-
tered uninterestingly, she rose and an-
nounced her intention of retiring to ber
room.

*“1 leave you,” she said, “‘provided
with u conple of readuble books, and am
sure that you will find them capital en-
tertainers. Of courss you will wait to
se¢ Lena and Mr. Hurtman, 1 koow it
would be & great disuppoi nhnenl’. to yon
if you failed to mest them,

She accompanied these with a faint,

significant smnile that was irritatingly |

vigible to Mr. Henshall, He colored
slightly, und bit
tache to restrain the rather impatient

retort that rose to his lipa,

Mrs. Smith moved noisclessly abomt, |

There was the same feline sugoestions
about her walk that he had noticed lLe-
fare,

“Good night,” she said indifferently,

As she pussed him something fell at
his feet. He saw it thers before him,
but made no effort to Pt K it up for a
few seconds, Then he stooped and raised
it fromm the Boor. It was an old fash-
jionied gold brooch, one of those trinkets
that we have seen onr grandmothers aud
Lis Welhr, an

Eront-nat
the Jdaya o

At the bac l. of the l!uuc"l WaS 8 por-
truit, beautifully culored, standing out
from the dall gold frame.
As b lovked at it Henry Henshull was
as of n menin] shock snch as ha
had rarely rece ‘he pictare con-

conscis

Vsl

that for the lest fow weesls be had hardly
ventured to disturb; for in the startling
eves atid uncauny expression of the pho-
tographicd Lioe he had
recognizing the man whom he had seen
in the Wagner palnce car, and whom ba
lind mentally duobbed the hesvy villain
of the episode,

In an instant he was on his feet; his
hand wus opon the bell; his intention
was instantly to send a servant to Mrs
Smith, summoning her to his presence,

He was spared the troulble. The door
was noiselessly openad and the lady her-
salf entered the room.

“ldropped my brooch,” she said apolo-
getioally. do not trouble,” she
added as he wade a movement. I
think I know where to find it."”

The wounz man’s beart was beating
vialently
had plcked it up, but was nnable to find
the words,

He held
An instan®

no o

":..),

t up and tried to speak. In
she bad suatched it from his

.
He hald £t wp and tried to speak

| unrH nut Jese it for the world,”
" " sl
Henshall
n for o maor
‘Youu know ‘that
harshly.
"-1 @ looked at him £
urst into a lond, uninusica
MmAn ”1'. h:!f
Ah, it is too good!

Henry strigrled with is"-

Or & T "“-'nl then

ha!

Ha'

‘If 1 leow that
kuow hitn

e sit down and lnnched h\' ta
v hel whitng at ! iy mazenient
Stildenly she seemed e
of lu"!nif H-'T lan
expression on her fa
easiness, She advien
shall and said
wldoh was unco
young mat

‘Do you know him™

He answered at ence: “] do not know
him. [ wish 1 did, for I believe he is
a—a"—

He paused in embarrassment.

“*(30 on.” she said

“I was gpoing to sav.” he resumed.
“that | belisve he is g villain.”

“Yon are riglhit,” she said deliberately,
fixing her bine eves on Henshiell's white
face. “He
that savs s0.”

Heushall recotiod
momantarily bewildersd him: then came,
like a ray of sunshine. the knowledge
that here was a clew to the recovery of
his ideal. Not a thonght ¢f Lena Hart-
man entered hisming ‘I'thar‘: is plans

“You know his wife?™ he asked.

Again she laughed mirthiessly. I am
the woman unfort te enough 1o boar
thut relation to him,™ sbwe said
alarm: “Mr, Henshall, I do not
acquaint von with my past life Y
into possession of & secret
throngh no fault of mina. lbegofy
bt to betray my conficenoce.”

rical

lu 8 I

with ¢

Her evident sincerity overcams his on.

the end of his mous- |

I have sdmired in |

foenlty in |

fie wanted to toll her that be |

(
‘u,ua-. s

is o villain, and it & his wife |

1
Intense surprise

i

UmOSILY 10 (06 Welllin,

“Mrs. Smith,” he eaid, **vour secret is
safe. Teil e, I implors of you, as much
about this mam as you conscientionsly
can. Toshow you how much in earnest
I am I will tell you my reasons for asking
this.™

He then related to her the story of his
journey in the Wagner palace car, omit-
uing no detsil iiksly to interest her,

Hc then told her (snd stringe to say,
he really beliewed it Lizmself) that his
object was to find the girl, although en-
gaged to Miss Martmen. He would be
parfectly loyal to Lena, tut he feit thas
he counld not go through lifewithout hav-
ing met his ideal, if only to speak with
her brisfly, te study Ler beauty for ona
honr.

He must see her. He wonld perhaps
forget her if Lis curicsity were satisfied.

Al! how easy it is to “talk ope’s self
in," as the sayingin. What a delightful
thing an eased cousciencel

Mre, Smith wasa woman of the weorld,
and she understood the complexion of
the case far more thoroughly than did
young Henshall. Bot aprarently it
served her purpose to gratify him,

“Fourteen.y stresl LS SUQUelly deter-
mined to leave the train and take a table
d’hots dinper at ons of the Italian res-
taurants in that portion of the city.
After his meal he enjoyed u good cigar,
and then started to walk leisurely over
| toward Unfon Square, along the north
gide of Fourtesmih street. Before he
had taken many steps his artistic eye
| was attracted by the well ronnded figure
| of & girl just abead of him, who carried
a leather music roll in her hand. There
was something familiar in heér appear-
ance, and he quickensed his pace to get &
better look at her.

“Do you know the names of the peo- |
ple with whom yousaw him?™ she asked. |

“Crawford.” he answered.

“Did you learn thrt they stopped at |

No. #— West Thirty-eighth strest™
there,”
“So did L." she said quietly,
bird had flown.™
“Have you any idea who the Craw-
fords werel™
.-:\:

“but the

ne at all,” she r it
need hardly say that Watson is not my
husban ]'r- name. He has assumed many
nlingea, but the name to which he was
bern is Leopundi.  He s om Italiun by
birth, He bos enlled fimself Rimaldi,
Duval, Schimmerlein, Heushaw nand
Watson, os far a2 [ can remember, |
met him two vears ago. I knew him as
Dr. Hens the mind reader
“Hypuotism was a subject in which I
wss desnly interested. [ attended

1 all the
lectures on the subject that 1 could pos-
¢ibly find. 1 met Dr. Henshuw at his
house, I was rich. I bad money and
jewela,

“How it come abont I can never thor
oughly understand, but we wers mur-
ried. Two mouths later he left me pen-

8. ['waited for his return, and wait-
in vain. A child was born to me.
Thank goodness it died, I this
position tsmuporarily. 1 livefor revenge,
and,” fiereely, 1 \l."'l !-.n..‘ it

Grave fears for . t¥ of his ideal
sarged up for ""”." in the hosvm of

i fensiall us he listened to this

=iie was in danger was

now very evident. His mind was made
up,

“A man and a woman, both in earnest,
and working together in unison, ouglt
to be abile to omplish a great deal. |
want to fnd this muan for chivalry's
silee,” he said, azain forpishing excases
to himself. *You want to find him as a
wronged womng, Shall we join forees:™

She hesitated for one moment, Then
her mind wa de up.
sle said

"l

took

“Willingiy,”
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It was his tarn to question. |

was downheartad, |

+ Featd | She ql d..u.b.r.xgu

=" 1n ntenss surprise, *[ C&]lﬁ‘J

| He lifted hia plercing eyes to Steinmets's

face,

The next moment ha knew that she
was the ideal with whom his brain had
been filled sinee he first caught a glimpse
of her in the Wagner car.

His first imapulse was to lift his hat and
ndidress her, but he restrained himself,
Imowing that she would undoubtedly re-
sent his impertinence.

He resolved to find ont where she
went, however, and permittad her to get
several feet in advance, but not very far,
s he feared to lose sight of her in the
crowd that was hurrying along the
thoroughfare toward the places of mnnse-
ment.

As the girl reachsd the cormer of
Irving place she came suddenly fucs to
face with a man in whom Henshall rec-
ogmized the younger of the two men who
hud been traveling with her on the New
York Central railrond. She looked down
&ud tried to puss him.

“ am verv glad to meet you thns un-
expectedly, Miss Crawford,” sarcastically
remarked the doctor, detaining her with
his hand.

“Le&t me go: [ have nothing to say to
you," she exclaimed, looking np st him
and shrinking from his

appealingly
KTasD,

For a moment Henshall stood irreso-
Inte. He saw that the zirl wished to ss-
cape from the man, who seemed deter-
minsd not to lst her go: but be could
not tell what their relations had been or
bow his interference would be taken.

Again De beard her piesd 1o be lot
alone, and she turned et ‘eyes teward
bim a5 1II t© appeal for Relp. Ho saw
that grent, dewy tenrs wers slealing out
upon ber long eyelashes, aud he hesitated
po longor,

“What do yon mean, sir, by insalting
a0 unprotected lady? he cried, jumping
forwarl and giving the doctor & shove
with such viclence ss to nearly throw
him over the iron fempe aronnd the
Acudemy of Music, He pashed forward
in front of the girl. who immediately

! 1eft, and he shook his fist in the face of
| her astonished acquaintance,

“You deserve to be thrashed within
an inch of yomr life,” hs continued,

111 I f=¢l very much inclined to give

--__mt-dc ment 1o teach you
L NANNOeTS

“Uome, ger away from hera. T will
not stand any more of this nonsense,” re-
turned the physician, “1 shall call &
policeman if you interfere with me.”

1 shull not allow any one to insult a
Indy i my ]:r--nn: o, snid the artist,
fult that he had h-t-" T some justi-
his condnet to the throng
eoliected aronnd them.

“Tias ts ridicalous! 1 spoke to an old
frienid of mine,” wns the final reply
vonchsafid to the giri's champion, who
allowed himself to be put aside ae the
funons doctor moved awayr

H nshall followed, tlunking that bhs
might again bave the opportunity of
stepping between his ideal and one from
whoms ehe was evidently anxious to es-
'I:I o't

He was crossing Irving places when a
carriage drove pust. He recogmized it
fmmediately as Edward Hartmnan's He
hoped that the eccupants wounid not no-
tiee him, but he was Jdisappointed. He
was walking ahead when be heard & fa-
miliar voice calling hispame He turned
and =aw Mr. Hartman beckoning to him.
The
academy und the banker snd his dangh-
ter were alighiting

*Lena tt m.ut she wonld like to goto
the r'nﬂ-:'- his eveming,” said Mr.
Hartman, u!:er shaking hands with kim,
“#0, as she pever saw ‘The Old Home
stead.” | have brought her bere. | have
a box, and [ want you to come in with
us, unless _you bave sume special on-

L b
fivation for

that had adren

to see a—{riend.” said Hen-

You can go ont between the acts
and see hi‘u. I roay want to #s= & man
id 1 know that Leua will ex-
. ~al d the hnnk-‘r with a facetious

myseifl

st came to the conelusion that

the young lady, in whom be felt & much
yore livaly interest than he did in Lena
had probably gone toe fae for

13artym
sialiiann,

Bim to evertake her, and %o he allowed |

to persuade him to enter the
“1 really have soame business
though,” he remarked, “and [

BCAGULRY.

n 'ur‘l.

tie perdi _'..1_1:_-9."

He bad seen Deanman Thompeon's play
befure, and he was far t90 mnch en-
grosse] in his own thoughis to take any
itlerest in the quict rustc scene om the
slage

In ths meantime Dr. Watsaon, as the
one chose to style bimself for
the time being, had gone along Four-
teerith street as urckly as Lis legs conld

he rearhed Dt square he

110 the vAn LOpe THAL Do
Mim Umsawford

gt eatrh wight of

carrisge had stopped in front of the |

and be did pos | Nevilles

know which way 1o turn. People surgsd
aronnd in every direction, snd he kmew
that if the girl had tried to escape she
might have tuken & horse oar, as long s
:‘; bad reachsd the cormer abead of

“Curse the luck,” he muttered; “if it
hadn't been for that young idiot on the
block abeve | should have had her in
safe keeping before now.”

Ha went over to the Morton House
eafe, sat down at one of the tables snd
arderad a ginss of absinthe.

“I thought I had time to catch her
again before she reached Union square,”
he mused. *‘I wonder if she really walked
that whola block. She couldn't have
taken one of the green cross town cars,
as [ did not notice any pass taere. Letw
g2¢, where could she have gome? Not to
any of the places on the south side of
the street, that's very sure. She might
have entered Steinway hall, By jove
she mnust have done it.”

This idea impressed him as being very
good, and he told the waiter to bring
| him some more absinthe. As he sipped
| the liquenr his mind was active,

“Of course that old fool Steinmets is

| bringing out a new fiddler,
| would naturally want to attend the con-
| cert. Supposing—no, it is not possible
—yes, it is, though—she might have

! sought work there hemself. I do not

ing her appearance ior wne SOOMGENN
number with that hesrty clapping of
hands which is the artist’s most cordial
and inspiring greeting from the public.
He glanced at the beantiful girl, who
advanced with a dignifisad manner to the
front of the stage, slightly smiling her
recognition of the greeting which had

| been given to her.

One glance told him that Lonise Nev-
ills was his ideal of the Wagner car.

| The fair face was that which bad haunt-
| ed him so constantly, waking or sleeping.

and she |

know but that she is the new Camilis |

Ur=o herself. I'll find out.”

He did not dream of going to the hall
himself and seeing his old friends Stein-
metz and Neuberger., He left the cafe,

and as a first move bought an Evening |

World from a newsboy and turned im-
mediately to the amusement column,
where he saw the announcement that
Miss Louise Neville, a talented young
artiste, would make her first public ap-
pearance in the United States.

“Louise Neville way be Edna Lewis,"
he thought. “It is8 mot probable thas

ehe would appear under her own name |

or under the alias adopted by ber father.”

To settle the question to his own satis-
faction he walked around to the nearest
florist and bought a large bouguet.
Then npon & blank card he wrota:

“With the sincere regards of an old
8t. Lonis friend who bhas often enjoved
in private the accomplishments that the
publio are now given an opportunity to
appland. Epwix Sr. Leoxaen.”

He instructed & young man to deliver
the flowers to Miss Neville off the stage,
and to say that he had been sent by Mr,
St. Leopard. Fifteen minutes later the
messenger returned.

“When 1 handed her the fiowers.” he
reported, “she said she was sarprised to
hear that Mr. 5t. Leonard was in New
York, and she told me to thank him for
her."

“I am glad to have that much settled.
Now I can lay my hunds on Edpa™
thought Dr, Watson. *“Those infernal
managers have hold of her; that's she

only troubls. I can't very well tales her
by force, end 'm afraid it is too late to
get the old gentleman down here befors
tha concert closes. [Tl try. though.”

Returning to the Morton house be
wrote this letter:

“My Dear Mr. Crawrorp: My efforts
bhave at last beon crowned with sucoess.
I have discovered your daughter. She is
pow at Sieinway hall, and if you will
come down liere withont & moment's de-
lny you may be able to seo her to-night.
In haste, . L. Wamson,”™

He procured a messenger bay, and by
nid of & liveral tip secursd the promise
that the note would be delivered in the
shortest possible time at Kowenhaven
pluce, near Sixty-sevanth streot,

He then stationed near the
door of Steinway ball to await develop-
menta.

Not long after this he sxw his whilom
assailant pass him and speak 1o a frieml.
Henshall had sat through two acts of
“The Old Homestead” by the side of Mias
Hartman, and. believing that he had
done his full duty to her, he pleaded the
engageiment he hnd mentionsd when he
met her and bade her good night. In
front of Steinway hall he met a brother
artist whom he bad known for years,

“Uime in here with we,” suid
friend. *“'A mo Wi
new vinlingst pl
pays she ts simpl
is bound to cres
I bought tickets and
here in time, but was delayed
we have nat miss~] her eptirely.”

Dr. Watsm did not lose mght of Hen
shall nntil the swinging doors closed e
kind him.
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As Henrv Hepshall went into Stein-
way hall b cangbt mght of Dr. Waten
etanding over at the right hand entrance
Their eves met, and each felt that 1t was
war to the knife between them

“What rascality is he np to now? the
vomng artist wmuttered to himself, aa he
followed his friend iyto the hall

It was well fillad. The new wiolinist
bad been thorvugnly advertised. It was
clatmed greatest of
her sex In the the violin, and t}
Ol= Ball, Jo 1 of Sarasati could nos
bring more clear and passionate loses
from the instrumens

Henry Henskall read this on the pro-
gramme with & smile. The concert was
weil o in the sscond half, and & waman
o when ‘hev entered
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“Give me your glass for a moment,”
he exclaimad excitodly te his friend, al-
most snstching it from his hand. He
levelled it straight ut the girl's face. She
had put the violin upder her chin, and
the fingers of her left hand were lightly
toaching the strings.

e had put the violin under her ehin

Yes! It wae she, The dream of the
artist soul stood before him, fuirer than
ke had imagnined.  She was dressed very
simply in & gown of white satin, with »
large sash of wiite silk at her slender
walst

He felt athrill of delight! She seemed
nearer 1o him than ever. The purposs
which e had sworn in the Wagner car,
wlhen it ssemed so wild und upossible
to carry oul, now ssemed to :hn excited
FOUDZ NAL A VEIY sasy rantiet

Ha felt that her position as » pablic or
professional psrformer argued some difil-

culty in her family, sud he was not siow
to think that in this way the s autifal
girl hwd sought to escape from the hate
ful Dr. Watson

The next moment be was entranced.
A strain of muste of the most delicions
sweeiness streaptned from hor bow as she
Hghtly swept i over the nnt browa in-
sirtment whach she beld so caressingly.

Henshall was pessiopately fond of
He bad heard her wonderful
thie car, and 1t had held himg
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Edna was inspired by the occasion to
ber best effort.  In the inspiration of the
moment slis forgot all but her art. The
dainty mel of [he grest German
like a luiluby sang by
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than vea do me. Go!™

Leopardi’'s brown face grew mllow
white and his eyes looked like an angry
snake’s.

“I'will be evem with you some day.”
he said in o low teme of intense e
vengefulness, I mever forget u debs
like this™

Thea be tarned and said something to
Mr. Crawford, who had been watching
his danghter 100 persistsntly to bave re-
murked this side scene. After & mo-
ment apparently of hesitation on the
old man's part he turned, and with an
agitated air left the hall with the doe-
tor.

“What did you do to that fellow?™
azked his companien as Hanshall re-
turned to his side.

1 scotched » snake™ he said, his lip
curling with Jdisgust and scorn

Edna Lewis had completed her solo
trinmphaatly. snd twice she was oblignd
to reture to bow her ackmowledgments
to the applanding house. Hiwe was
deadly pale, and theres was & strained
look 1 the dark brown eves which
pierced Henshall's very soul

He could not leave her onprotectsd.
He roust wait and see her safely home.

| Dr. Watson and old Mr, Crawford were

nowhere in sight, bat that did not dispel
his tear

He waitsd until the crowd had disap-
pearad, Thon he saw & alight figure,
gleam of white satin ahowing benesth

| the kmg far trimmed cloak, which he

rcognized as the same that his ideal
had worn at the time be bad rescoed her
frum: Watson's persecutions,

She wad a0 heavily velled that he
eould not detect a single foatuse, He
approached her hnmbly, and raising his

at sard o the moat deferential wones:

“Miss Neoville, pardon my agmin ine
truding npon von, bnt it is only in yenr
own regurd that 1 doso. | have s esb
lere for you, which will bear you at
onee o your home, and if vou will per-
mit of my escort [ shall feel safer to
know that you arrive there without sny
molestation.™

She bowad, but sesmed too nervons to
speak.  As if distraught, one little
gloved hand fluttersd oot toward him
nnd gragped his own, but it was metant
Iy withdrawn, and she hastily =nters|
the coupe he Lnd ongaged.

She gathered her robes clowe to her,
azd left & pisce ut hor side for Henshall,

**Wiere shall I tell the driver to go™
he suid as ho leaned teward her.

In wnfllal, agntated tones tie wumber
of & west up town street was conveyed
tohim. He bustily ropested it to the
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